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COLLECTED SPECIES OF THE GENUS CAMELLIA
AN ILLUSTRATED QUTLINE
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Camellia confusa Craib (1941)
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Distribution: Southern Yunnan and Guangxi, north-east-
ern Guizhou, China, and in Burma, India, Laos, Thailand and
Vietnam; Elevation: 800-1,650 m; Specific locality: Houshan,
Daxi Township, Dafang County, Guizhou Province, China.

General Comments: This species is fine textured, and
the growth form is compact. The small white flowers are pro-
duced in profusion in the autumn. These characteristics show
potential for use in landscape plantings.

The capsule wall of this species is very thin, and the oil
content of its seeds is high; consequently, it is widely culti-
vated in some areas of China for edible oil.

Sealy(1958) considers this taxon to be a variety of C.
oleifera, and Ming(2000) suggests it is a variety of C. kissi.

Botanical Characteristics: Flowers are white, slightly
fragrant, 4.0-6.0 cm in diameter, borne in leaf axils; bud set
very heavy. Perules 10, slightly puberulent. Petals 5, 2.0-3.0
cm long and 0.8-1.8 cm wide, oblong to obovate, notched at
the tip, glabrous. Androecium 0.8-1.5 cm long, free at the
base. Gynoecium 5-12 mm long, 3 styles, free, not fused, ovary tomentose.
Blooming season: late autumn to late winter.

Capsules ovoid, 1.7-2.1 cm long, sparsely villous, green, yellow or
red at maturity, 1-2 seeds per fruit, pericarp wall thin. Seed oil content
ranges from 45%-53%.

Leaves elliptic to broadly elliptic, tip acuminate or acute, base cuneate
or suborbicular, 7.0-13.5 cm long, 2.5-6.0 cm wide, margin shallowly
serrulate, upper midvein puberulent. Petioles 4-13 mm long, pubescent.

Shrub or small tree up to 9 m tall, young shoots densely pubescent,
older branches smooth, gray-brown in color.

(Data combined from Sealy, 1958; Chang, 1998; Ming, 2000)




